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Follow us on
Facebook @EITDigital
Twitter @EIT_Digital
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Welcome
Welcome! Thank you for joining us today as we look at the impact of
disruptive scaleup technology in the world of financial services, and as we
meet some of the best innovators Europe has to offer.
Arguably no sector is now more subject to disruptive innovation than
financial services. Not only are customer expectations changing, customers
are actually evolving in terms of their mindset and capabilities, powered by
lightning-fast adoption of revolutionary personal technology. The global
financial infrastructure, with its myriad of interlocking players, products,
regulations, and underlying technologies, is ever-shifting and mind-numbingly
complex. That complexity, however, is leading to countless niche (and
fundamental!) opportunities for eagle-eyed entrepreneurs.
Some innovations will be game-changing. For anyone in this game, the trick
now is to find and seize these opportunities, and to profit from them.
EIT Digital is driving innovation across Europe and on the global stage. We coinvest with more than 130 world-leading partners to move research-based
innovation from the lab to the marketplace. We operate the largest panEuropean scaleup Accelerator and create entrepreneurial, technical leaders
through our EIT Digital Academy.
At today’s event, we will hear from and judge eight exciting Digital Finance
scaleups, the finalists in the EIT Digital Challenge - Digital Finance Category.
Similar finals are being held at other EIT Digital centres across Europe on
topics including Digital Cities, Wellbeing, Industry, and Infrastructure. Finalist
scalueup companies have been shortlisted from 234 strong applicants
representing 25 countries, including 36 from the UK – three of which are here
with us at today’s event.
While the judges are deliberating, our expert discussion panel will explore
how Fintech scalueups are impacting the industry, and what opportunities
exist for both entrepreneurs and adopters. We’ll look into our crystal balls for
emerging trends and I’m sure we’ll offer many tangible insights.
I hope you will take this opportunity to learn more about EIT Digital, say hello,
and explore how we might work together. Most importantly, I hope you find
today profitable!
Dennis Moynihan
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Agenda
Time

Session

Speaker/s

11:30 –12:30

Networking Lunch

12:30 – 13:05

Welcome & Keynote

Mayor of London Office
TBC

13.05 – 13:35

Challenge Pitches
Judging Panel

Axyon AI (Italy)
CopSonic (France)
Cuvva (UK)
KASKO (UK)

13:35 – 14:00

Break

14:00 – 14:30

Challenge Pitches
Judging Panel

14:30 – 15:30

Panel discussion
Moderator Dennis Moynihan,
EIT Digital

Quantoz Technology B.V.
(Netherlands)
Sedicii Innovations (Ireland)
Shopbox (Denmark)
Darwinex (UK)
Marcus Scott,
COO of TheCityUK
Andrei Kirilenko, Director of
the Centre for Global Finance
and Technology, Imperial
College London
Hazel Moore, Co-Founder &
Chair; FirstCapital
Bharat Bhushan, Industry
Technical Leader, IBM Banking
and Financial Markets
Andrea Sonea, Fellow
Anthemis Group

15:30 – 15:40

EIT Challenge Award Presentation

15:40 – 15:45

Wrap up & close

15:45 – 17:00

Networking and drinks
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Panellists

Marcus Scott
Chief Operating Officer
TheCityUK

Hazel Moore
Co-founder & Chairman,
FirstCapital

TheCityUK - a members body that
champions UK-based financial and related
professional services.

Hazel is chairman of FirstCapital, an
investment bank with offices in London and
Silicon Valley specialising in providing M&A
and private equity advice to high growth
European technology companies.

Marcus has been the CFO of TheCityUK
since May 2011, taking on various
Leadership roles as the business has
evolved. Starting in his new role as COO
in December 2013, Marcus has been
responsible for leading the TheCityUK’s
strategy development and day to day
implementation of processes to deliver that
strategy. Marcus’s focus is on marshalling
the company’s resources to create
maximum value for members
and stakeholders.

Hazel is a member of the Governing Board
of Innovate UK, the national innovation
agency. She was previously on the
Investment Advisory Panel of the North
West Fund, and ran a portfolio of venture
capital assets for a European family office.
An award-winning professional, in 2016
Hazel won the RealBusiness/CBI First
Woman in Finance Award, and in 2015 she
was awarded the Women in Private Equity
Award for Best Corporate Finance Advisor.
In both 2013 and 2014 Hazel was identified
as one of 100 Women to Watch in the
Female FTSE Board Report.

Prior to TheCityUK Marcus had over 10
years’ experience as Chief Financial Officer
of a number of technology companies,
developing start-ups and high growth
businesses including being a CFO of AIM
listed Cleantech company ITM Power
and Cambridge based antenna company
Antenova. Marcus trained as a Chartered
Accountant and is a fellow of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants.

Earlier in her career Hazel was based in
Hong Kong and London for W.I. Carr, a
leading Asian institutional stockbroker.
Hazel has an MA in Natural Sciences from
Cambridge University and is a Chartered
Financial Analyst.
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Andrei Kirilenko
Director, Centre for Global
Finance and Technology,
Imperial College London

In 2010, Kirilenko was the recipient of the
CFTC Chairman’s Award for Excellence
(highest honor). Professor Kirilenko’s
scholarly work focuses on the intersection
of finance, technology and regulation.
Kirilenko received his PhD in Economics
from the University of Pennsylvania, where
he specialised in Finance.

Andrei Kirilenko is the Director of the Centre
for Global Finance and Technology and a
Professor of Finance at the Imperial College
Business School. Prior to joining Imperial
in August 2015, he was a Professor of the
Practice of Finance at MIT Sloan and
Co-Director of the MIT Center for Finance
and Policy. Before MIT Sloan, Professor
Kirilenko served as chief economist of
the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading
Commission (CFTC) between December
2010 and December 2012. In his capacity
as chief economist, Kirilenko has been
instrumental in using modern analytical
tools and methods to improve the
Commission’s ability to develop and enforce
an effective regulatory regime in automated
financial markets.
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Bharat Bhushan
Industry Technical Leader, IBM
Banking and Financial Markets

Andra Sonea
Fellow, Anthemis Group
Andra Sonea is currently a fellow with the
Anthemis Group in London, a company of
investors and advisors in digitally native
financial services. Her focus is on developing
scalable, cloud-based back office services
for new financial propositions originating
both from outside and inside of the
incumbent financial services institutions.

Bharat is the Industry Technical Leader
for Banking and Financial Markets at IBM
UK. He is leading the charge in helping his
clients leverage digital technologies to
transform by creating engaging platforms
and streamlining business operations.
He drives the innovation agenda and is
champion of open technology, customer
experience and cyber-security.

She worked for over fifteen years as an
international technology consultant and
architect with LBG, IBM, SAP, EY, Deutsche
Bank and KPMG and thus gained first-hand
experience of building and changing the IT
architectural landscapes at some of the
world’s largest banks.

As a mentor at StartupBootCamp, his
primary goal is to help startups create a
successful product. He strives to help them
become scaleups.
At this event, Bharat will share his
experience on both sides. On one hand, how
large financial institutions perceive FinTechs
and their challenges in working with them.
And, on the other hand, how successful
FinTechs can scale.

Andra has been actively involved in the
Fintech market for over six years, being a
keen supporter of collaboration between
financial services institutions and startups.
Andra has a BSc in Economics and Political
Sciences, and an MBA in Corporate Finance
from London Business School.
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Moderator
Dennis Moynihan
UK Director, EIT Digital
Dennis Moynihan is the UK Director for
EIT Digital, based in London. With over
35 years of information technology
experience, he has helped shape and
deploy entrepreneurial innovation in a
wide range of settings. Dennis has
held senior leadership roles in a venturefunded scaleup, corporations, academia,
government, and the third sector. A resident
of the UK for 10 years, Dennis is a native of
Detroit and holds a Masters in Geography
and a Bachelors in Computer Science.
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Challenge Finalists

Axyon AI (Italy)

Cuvva (UK)

The Axyon Platform is an Artificial Intelligence
(AI) environment that provides faster and
easier Deep Learning models development
for data driven businesses without requiring
any coding.

Cuvva offers a new type of car insurance.
People who borrow a car from friends
or family can use the mobile application to
buy car insurance for a short period of time
starting from a single hour to a whole day.

CEO: Giacomo Barigazzi

CEO: Freddy Macnamara

www.axyon.ai

cuvva.com

CopSonic (France)

Darwinex (UK)

CopSonic is a technology that enables
communication between intelligent
electronic devices and all mobile phones
through sound waves to interact and
transmit data.

Darwinex is an online marketplace that
pairs skilled traders with active investors complying with FCA (UK) regulation. Trading
strategies are packed into DARWINs, a
proprietary asset comparable to actively
managed ETFs that investing customers
can purchase.

CEO: Emmanuel Ruiz
www.copsonic.com

CEO: Juan Colón
www.darwinex.com
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Finalists
2016

KASKO (UK)

Sedicii Innovations (Ireland)

KASKO enables digital businesses to
offer relevant insurance services to their
customers at the point of demand via their
modular API.

Sedicii eliminates the transmission,
storage and exposure of identity data
during an authentication or identity
verification process. This allows for the
secure consumption of digital services in
a privacy-preserving manner.

CEO: Nikolaus Suehr
www.kasko.io

CEO: Rob Leslie
www.sedicii.com

Shopbox (Denmark)

Quantoz Technology B.V.
(Netherlands)
The Quasar Digital Cash Solution provides
the infrastructure for instant payment and
transaction settlement between enterprises,
people and the Internet of Things while
being compliant with regulations.

Shopbox is a cloud-based mobile point
of sale system for easy and efficient
shop management. It combines counter,
inventory management, expenses tracking
as well as analytics, reporting and detailed
customer transaction history.

CEO: Gaston Hendriks

CEO: Christian Zigler

quantoz.com

www.shopbox.com
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Distribution by country
Sweden

4

Czech Rep

1

EIT Digital Challenge 2016

25

Countries

5

36

A true pan-European contest
234 startups from 25 EU countries
submitted their digital technologies for the
EIT Digital Challenge. Most of the
submissions came from the United Kingdom,
followed by France, Germany and Italy.

Belgium

UK

Germany

Finland

33

11

Denmark
Netherlands

Estonia

Distribution by category

5

3

14

Lithuania

Ireland

6

1

Poland

1

Slovakia

1

Luxembourg

1

France

34

Hungary
Slovenia

4

1

Italy

Portugal

7

Spain

19

26

Bulgaria

Greece

4

8

Romania

1

Austria

Cyprus

7

1

Digital Industry
Digital Cities
Digital Wellbeing
Digital Infrastructure
Digital Finance

30%
19%
23%
16%
12%

Startups

234

Giacomo Barigazzi
•

Co-founder and sales director of DM Digital,
a company specialised in AI that created Axyon AI

•

Fellowship Researcher at University of Modena and Bachelor
in Management Engineering and Master in Economics

•

Study abroad experiences (One year scholarship
at University of Oklahoma / USA) and one semester
at Nebrija University Madrid / Spain)

Brian Roeten
•

Chief Operating Officer (COO) and Co-founder of CopSonic

•

Emman uel Ruiz, CEO & founder of CopSonic, and Brian
Roeten have been working together for more than 15 years

•

He has track record of more than 25 years of experience
in bringing new technologies to the market (the route
planning systems, digital road maps and e-publications).
Blockchain technology brings together his interest in
self-organisation and software alogorythms
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Finalists
2016

Freddy Macnamara
•

Founder and CEO of Cuvva

•

Before founding Cuvva, he started and successfully
exited a hospitality and education business and built
a profitable renewable energy consultancy

•

He graduated from The University of Edinburgh with
a BSc in Biological Sciences specialising in behavioural
modelling and research

Juan Colón
•

Co-founder and CEO of Darwinex

•

Prior to founding Darwinex in 2012, he had a 12 year
career in financial services, consulting to Tier 1 banks
as a Senior Job Manager with Oliver Wyman in London
and Developing business for international fintech
ventures with focus on democratisation of capital
markets products and disintermediation

•

Juan holds an MSc Economics (LSE) and double degree
in international business administration

Nikolaus Sühr
•

CEO & founder of KASKO

•

He has 8 years of working experience in insurance
and consulting

•

Nikolaus holds a MSc in Insurance & Risk Management
from Cass Business School
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Henri de Jong
•

Board member of Quantoz Blockchain Technology N.V.
and responsible for business development

•

His focus is on developing Quasar, the Quantoz
settlement system that enables payments between
enterprises, consumers and the Internet of Things

•

He has track record of more than 25 years experience
in bringing new technologies to the market (the route
planning systems, digital road maps and e-publications).
Blockchain technology brings together his interest in self
organisation and software alogorythms

Rob Leslie
•

Rob is CEO and co-founder of Sedicii

•

He is an electronics engineer by profession and the
co-founder of Kyckr which recently completed its IPO
on the ASX in Australia

•

Earlier in his career Rob worked for Dell Japan. He is a
mentor with Enterprise Ireland network, providing
support to high potential startup entrepreneurs
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Finalists
2016

Anne Clara Laugesen
•

Anne is the Chief Marketing Officer (CMO) of Shopbox

•

She earned her BSc from Copenhagen Business School
and an International MA from Tel Aviv University

•

Anne’s professional background is online marketing
consultancy and Webnology. She is the founder & CMO
of Artly and the founder and editor of WorkoutPerfect.
She is passionate marketer and online marketing expert

Christian Zigler
•

CEO of Shopbox

•

Former founder & CEO of Preview Networks; speaker,
author and business development professional with
endless enthusiasm for the realm of hospitality

•

He has been active in the entrepreneurial environment
for over 20 years and wrote a book ‘Marketing Made
Simple’; Worked with Fintech companies for the past
15 years
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Jury Panel

James Bamford
Business Developer
EIT Digital

Howard Elsey
Innovation Partner
Visa Europe Collab

A successful Senior Business Development
Manager with over fifteen years digital
experience working on several continents in
both consumer and Business-to-Business
markets. Particularly skilled in building
customer relationships, interfacing between
technical and sales teams to provide
customer solutions and ensuring successful
Software as a Service deployments by
addressing genuine customer requirements.
James pioneered internet maps from 1999
with Multimap before it was acquired
by Microsoft in 2008. Since then, James
has had experience of helping startups
with their go to market strategy and fund
raising in multiple sectors such as Big Data
Analytics, recommendation engines and
Taxi applications.

Howard has been bringing new technology
to market for 30 years. He is immersed in
the startup community and has experience
of a startup that scaled. His current focus
is big data, regulation and personal data
management in the context of value
exchange and payments. This follows 19
years in digital industry and e-commerce in
a variety of commercial, IT and operations
roles. Following pioneering days for card
and payments online, his work covers
e-wallets, mobile and alternative payments.
Howard’s broad base of knowledge and
leadership in various aspects of business
has proved useful when advising/mentoring
several startups.
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Paul Jenkins
Head of Collaborative Research
BT

Intel, Imperial, Institute for Sustainability,
Vodafone, UCL, and University of Edinburgh.
After the proposal was successful Paul
became the first Director of the London
Node when it was established in January
2014. He has now returned to his BT role
where he continues to drive BT involvement
in EIT Digital alongside other collaborative
research opportunities.

Paul Jenkins leads BT’s collaborative
research activities. He has been employed
by British Telecommunications for over
thirty years and has held a number of
roles in that time. For the past nine years
Paul has been the Head of Collaborative
Research where he was responsible for
BT’s engagement with formal collaborative
research programmes like EU FP7
and Horizon 2020. He defined the BT
procedures that promote opportunities,
oversees the current portfolio of projects
and tracks the impact for BT that results
from participation. He has also been actively
involved in a number of bodies that look
at the funding mechanisms available for
collaborative research and commenting
on their evolution including engaging with
the UK government committee which
considered the development of the Horizon
2020 programme.

Other roles Paul has held in BT include:
Manager European Venturing (where he
was responsible for scouting early stage
companies with a view to developing a
working relationship with them); Manager
Electronic Commerce Technology (a
role that took a strategic view of the
technology issues that would affect BT
in the future and involved participation in
the consultation groups on the first Digital
Signatures Directive and the UK Electronic
Communications Act 2000); Programme
Requirements Manager (managing
elements of the BT research programme);
and a number of Standardisation related
roles (representing BT or UK in national,
international and industry standards
meetings, and in some case taking a role
within the organisation itself).

Paul led the proposal to establish the
London Node of EIT Digital with the
founding partners which included BT, IBM,
17
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Ben Luckett
Managing Director
Aviva Ventures

Ben McClure
Access to Finance
EIT Digital

Ben Luckett is the Managing Director of
Aviva Ventures – Aviva’s Corporate Venture
Capital Fund. His role is to invest in early
stage, high growth potential companies
for strategic returns. Ben set up the fund
in August 2015 as part of Aviva’s
Innovation Strategy.

Ben leads UK Access to Finance at the EIT
Digital Accelerator in London, where he
helps startups with fundraising guidance,
preparation, and connections needed
to raise Series-A stage investment. A
seasoned startup finance adviser, he has
helped young tech ventures raise more
than $200 million from angel, VC, and
institutional investors. Ben’s career includes
several years in the City of London and
building startup investment programmes
at the SETsquared Partnership in the UK
(Global No.1 Incubator), Malta’s TAKEOFF
Incubator, and TEC Edmonton (Canada’s
No.1 Incubator).

Prior to this Ben was the Strategy Director
for the UKGI Business and has also held
roles in Enterprise Risk and Finance.
Ben represents Aviva on the East of
England CBI regional council and is actively
involved in supporting and mentoring
local businesses.
Prior to joining Aviva Ben was Senior
Marketing Manager at Centrica where he
was responsible for the online channel for
British Gas.
Ben started his career at Accenture where
he was a change management consultant
specialising in Customer Experience Design
for banking and insurance clients.
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Paulina Sygulska
Founder, GrantTree

John Spindler
CEO, Capital Enterprise

Paulina a serial entrepreneur, a TEDx
speaker and a founder of GrantTree, started
with a purpose to help tech startups
navigate the complex world of government
funding. In the last six years her team
grew organically from 2 to 30, and raised
over £41m for more than 600 technology
startups and more mature companies using
solely government funding schemes such as
R&D tax credits and Innovate UK grants.

John Spindler is the CEO of Capital
Enterprise and Founder of Capital List.
John has several years of experience
with early stage businesses both as a
founder, investor and an advisor. The last
few years he has focused on supporting
startups in the investment process and has
successfully helped startups raise finance
through introductions to accelerators,
angels and venture capital. John is an
invaluable resource for startups looking for
advice in the investment process.

GrantTree is also an open culture company
which pioneered an open salary scheme,
and an empowering workplace. Earlier
this year GrantTree launched its own
Professional Workspace with Soul [http://
treehouse.london] in central London to
help spread its cultural values and create
a brilliant working environment for other
companies too.
Paulina is also a seed investor and startup
mentor, often featured as a ‘women in
fintech’ speaker and panellist.
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If you are interested in joining EIT Digital
Accelerator, becoming a Partner or would like
to learn more on what we have to offer,
please get in touch london@eitdigital.eu
Follow us on
Facebook @EITDigital
Twitter @EIT_Digital

